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This year marks the fifteenth anniversary of the opening of the Good Samaritan
Pharmacy and Health Services. GSPHS was founded in 2008 by Kimberly
Chmielewski who recognized a need for more access to medical care for uninsured
needy patients in our community. GSPHS has grown from a service that offered lim-
ited supplies of prescription medication to a fairly comprehensive medical care pro-
gram that include free medication and physician services. In addition, through
GSPHS'’s collaboration with the Sarasota Memorial Hospital Specialty Clinic, our pa-
tients also may have access to free diagnostic testing and treatment by medical spe-
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cialists. From its’ beginning, GSPHS was primarily a volunteer organization with an Kimberly Chmielewski
Executive Director, a volunteer pharmacist and approximately 20 support staff, including Patient
Advocates. Although today we still have a part time Executive Director and a paid part time phar-
macy manager, we still remain primarily a volunteer organization. Volunteers now include ca. 18
medical professionals (physicians, pharmacists and nurses) and ca. 30 support staff that includes
Patient Advocates. To all the volunteers, both past and present, we would not have been able to
offer our services without you or the financial support from our community. The 15th anniversary
celebration was held on May 18th, along with a ribbon cutting ceremony for the opening of our re-
cently renovated facility. The event was coordinated with an Osprey/Nokomis Chamber of Com-
merce “Mix and Mingle Night” showing the support of our mission by area businesses. Congratula-
tions to all those who have contributed to making the fifteen years of improving the health and qual-
ity of lives for needy members of our community possible.

Mix N Mingle

The Osprey Nokomis Chamber of Commerce held
a fundraiser at our office to help us celebrate our
15th anniversary, to help us share our mission
among their chamber members and to give us an
opportunity to give them insight into GSPHS’ his-
tory. Several volunteers were on hand to answer
questions and to give the chamber members a
tour of our newly renovated office and pharmacy
area. The members were encouraged to bring in
over-the-counter items to help stock our pharma-
cy. We were fortunate and grateful to have re-
ceived over 800 items. We appreciate the support
we receive from the Osprey Nokomis Chamber
and its members.

MATCHING FUNDS ARE STILL AVAILABLE
FROM THE FLANZER FOUNDATION

Our Medical Director
Dr. Sheeba Mesghali

| basically got involved with the
clinic several years ago when |
was approached by the CEO at
the hospital telling me that there
was a need for a medical director.
My goal was to spread services from just a
pharmacy to a medical clinic and so it began.
Little by little we got enough volunteers, doc-
tors, pharmacists and staff to start the Wednes-
day night clinic and see patients. | continue with
this years later as | believe it has even more
potential for growth and there are plenty of peo-
ple that need these services that we still have-
n't reached! My goal now is to find a way to get
our name out and continue to provide the best
care possible to those in need.




